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Book Club Discussion Questions

1. Opening Scene & Tone — How does the opening sequence establish the shift from
romance/renewal to suspense/foreboding? What clues did you notice early that this book
would be darker than the previous ones?

2. Maren’s Growth — What are your initial impressions of Maren in this book? How does
her increased confidence collide with her blind spots?

3. The Banshee / Hag of the Mist — How does the Banshee function as both symbol and
character? Did you interpret her as threat, warning, or something else?

4. The Cost of Ignoring Intuition — Maren repeatedly brushes off magical warnings. Do you
see her choices as denial, arrogance, trauma response, or something else?

5. Cyrus Harper — How does Cyrus evolve in this book? In what ways does his instinct to
“fix” problems help—and where does it harm?

6. Maren & Cyrus’s Relationship — How does the relationship shift under the pressure of
fear, secrets, and danger? What scene revealed the deepest truth about their connection?

7. Friendship, Jealousy, and Blind Spots — Maren becomes increasingly frustrated with
Sally. Was her irritation relatable? What responsibility does Maren bear for not showing up
for Sally sooner?

8. Ritual, Fire, and Beltane Themes — Beltane symbolizes passion, risk, and things that
blaze out of control. How do these themes manifest in the romance? In the murder?



9. Secrets in a Small Town — Riverton runs on whispers and hidden agendas. Which
character best weaponizes information? Who is most harmed by secrecy?

10. Judgment (Tarot Card of the Book) — Judgment represents awakening, reckoning, and
consequences. Where do you see these themes for Maren, for Cyrus, and for the person
behind the murder?

11. Technology vs. Magick — How do Harp Industries’ tech and Maren’s magick intersect in
this book? Which scene best illustrates their fusion—or their conflict?

12. The Murder / Mystery Thread — Were you able to identify the killer or motive before
the reveal? What clues did you catch—or completely miss?

13. Guilt and Responsibility — Do you believe Maren is responsible, in part, for what
happens to Sally? Why or why not?

14. Villains and Motivations — Every villain believes they are the hero of their story. What
Tarot card would you assign to the killer, and why?

15. Themes of Power, Control, and Autonomy — Who has power in this book? Who believes
they have power? How are magick, money, and status used differently to control outcomes?

16. Foreshadowing and Symbolism — What recurring images, Tarot pulls, or Banshee
sightings felt symbolic? Were any more meaningful in hindsight?

17. The May Babies Ball (Event Scene) — This is the book’s emotional and narrative
crescendo. What emotions did you feel during the Ball? If filmed, which moment do you
most want to see on screen?

18. Resolution & Aftermath — Without spoilers: How satisfied were you with the ending?
What questions or concerns remain for you moving into the next book?

19. Real-Life Resonance — Which themes hit closest to home: ignoring intuition; losing a
friend; being trapped by expectations; misreading danger?

20. Ask the Author — If you could ask the author one question (about the Banshee, Sally,
Maren’s choice, Cyrus’s secrets), what would it be?

Bonus (for witchy readers): How did the portrayal of Beltane and magick align—or differ—
from your own spiritual or ritual practices?



Signature Cocktail — The May Babies Blood Orange Beltane Spritz

Vibe: Beltane fire + glamour + mystery — bright, seductive, and just dangerous enough.
Ingredients (per drink):

2 0z blood orange juice (fresh if possible)

¢ 1 oz Aperol or elderflower liqueur (Aperol = bitter/brighter; elderflower = floral/sweeter)
* 3 0z prosecco or champagne

« Splash of sparkling water

¢ 1 fresh rosemary sprig

¢ 1 thin slice of blood orange, for garnish

¢ Optional: a few drops of edible glitter (gold or red)

Instructions:

Fill a large wine glass with ice.

Add blood orange juice and Aperol/elderflower liqueur.

Top with prosecco, then a splash of sparkling water.

Garnish with the blood orange slice.

Light the rosemary sprig briefly, blow it out, and rest the smoking sprig on the rim.
(Beltane fire!)

AN

Mocktail variation: Replace prosecco with sparkling water plus a splash of pomegranate
juice.



Playlist — Songs for Beltane, Murder, and Magick

1) Romance + Fire + Beltane Energy

¢ “ Puta Spell on You” — Annie Lennox
 “Cosmic Love” — Florence + The Machine

¢ “Fire Meet Gasoline” — Sia

¢ “Young and Beautiful” — Lana Del Rey

¢ “The Sky Is Crying” — Stevie Ray Vaughan

2) Suspense, Secrets, and Shadows

¢ “Bury a Friend” — Billie Eilish

¢ “Running with the Wolves” — AURORA
 “Control” — Halsey

¢ “Way Down We Go” — KALEO

3) Banshee Haunting / Magick Rising

« “Keep the Streets Empty for Me” — Fever Ray

¢ “In the Shadows” — Amy Stroup

 “Experience” — Ludovico Einaudi

4) The May Babies Ball — Cinematic Descent

* “Dance Me to the End of Love” — The Civil Wars
» “Toxic” (string quartet cover) — Vitamin String Quartet
¢ “Ain’t No Grave” — Johnny Cash

5) Aftermath & Reckoning (Judgment Card Energy)
¢ “All Il Want” — Kodaline

¢ “Numb” — Banks

e “Heal” — Tom Odell



